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CIA demes

training
car bombers

By George Gedda

Amcund Pnu )

STAT

WASHINGTON - The CIA denled
yesterday that it had trained.any
Lebanese forces who were involved
in a March 8-car bombing near Bei-
‘rut’ that left more than 80-people
dead and 200 wounded. .

However, the denial did not rule
out the possibility of some other con-
nection between -the CIA and the
group that carried out the operation.

-According to an account in:Sun-
day’s editions of -the ' Washington~
Post, a ClA-trained-and-supported
' counterterrorist unit in-Lebanon,
“acting. without CIA . authorization; '
“was responsible for “the _bombing,
' which took place near the residence
~of Mohammed Hussein Fadlallah a
' militant Shiite Muslim leader... ¥
I The account said Fadlalldh' was be- -
! lieved responsible for termnst at-
: tacks on US.'installations. ¢ %+~

{ Breakmg a 2¢-hour silence on the STAT
; Teport spokeswoman Patti Volz
! satEE ff' % never conducted any

ummxmmnemnm:s
[ related to the eve ts de 1b

* the article:~*~ -

The Post story saxd that the ClA
and the Reagan administration had
qmckly canceled the counterterror-

_ ism operation after the bombing for
fear that the US. ties to the group :
. mlght be disclosed. - <«

-A-New York Times account yester-
day of the same incident said the
. Lebanese unit had been “workmg
with” the CIA. -

Volz's statement “said that the CIA
‘had no .advance knowledge of the
‘‘counterterrorism -action’: and
addéd that the agency. also “scrupu-
lously observes’ . its obligation to
keep congressnonal intelligence
oversight committees mformed of its
activities, - - -

Lebanon s ambassador to the
United States, Abdallah Bouhabib,
said in a telephone interview that he
had not been told of any American
involvement in the March attack. He
said he had assumed that the bomb-
ing was the work of a dissident Shiite
faction.

The ambassador expreesed con- :
cern that the Post story could put the
lives of American dxplomats in Bei-

rut at nsk.
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